
BRECKLAND COUNCIL

DELEGATED DECISION RECORD

This records a key or other decision taken by an Executive Member or the Cabinet in 
accordance with the Council’s scheme of Delegations (as set out in Section D of Part 3 of 
the Council’s Constitution).

Unless the Leader and the Chairman of the Overview and Scrutiny Commission certify that 
the matter is so urgent that the normal five-day scrutiny delay on action should not apply, 
then this decision will come into force and may then be implemented on the expiry of five 
working days after the publication of the decision, unless called in under the call-in 
procedures as set out in Section D of Part 3 of the Council’s Constitution.

Portfolio/Cabinet Cabinet

Report Title (& Reference No.) Broadband (Agenda Item 8)

Summary Background To provide information on delivery of the first Better 
Broadband for Norfolk contract and potential steps towards 
achieving 95% coverage in Norfolk through a second 
contract, Super-Fast Extension Programme.

Author/Contact Officer  (Anna Graves, Chief Executive) 
chief.executive@breckland-sholland.gov.uk 

Ward(s) Affected All Wards

Urgent? No

Key Decision? Yes It is significant in terms of its effect on communities 
living or working in an area comprising two or more wards

In Key Decision Plan? Yes

Date Decision Taken Tuesday, 5 January 2016

Date Published Wednesday, 6 January 2016

Call-In Expiry Tuesday, 12 January 2016

Exempt Information? No

Decision (Action Agreed) RESOLVED that:

the £950,000 for the Better Broadband for Norfolk 
Programme (Super-Fast Extension Programme) 
that was agreed in principle at Council on 17 July 
2014 be released.  This funding will enable delivery 
of the programme and achieve 95% broadband 

mailto:chief.executive@breckland-sholland.gov.uk


coverage in Norfolk County; and

the concept of participating in the Satellite Voucher 
Scheme be agreed.

Reasons(s) Members will recall agreeing to a contribution of £950,000 
to further extend broadband coverage within the district, 
which was subject to being satisfied that value for money 
was achieved. Appendix A has been provided by the BBfN 
officer who will be attending the Cabinet meeting to answer 
any questions. 

Every county’s first contract included dedicated funding for 
a ‘Phase 9’ to meet the Government’s commitment to offer 
at least a Basic Broadband speed of 2Mbps for every 
property.

The Government’s Broadband Delivery UK (BDUK) team 
has been developing a single national Satellite Voucher 
Scheme which will be available in mid-December. The 
scheme will:

- Run for two years from December 2015 to 
December 2017

- Be available for premises that have access to 
speeds of less than 2Mbps, and where a fibre 
solution is not yet confirmed following survey

- The scheme will be accessible via the Better 
Broadband for Norfolk website. Eligible applicants 
will be issued with a subsidy code that can be used 
with a number of approved satellite providers

This is not intended as a substitute for Superfast 
Broadband, it is for those people who do not even have 
access to a Basic broadband speed. If a Superfast solution 
becomes possible it will be implemented.

Options Option 1 - Release the funding for the BBfN, Super-fast 
extension programme to enable delivery, which will 
contribute to 6% uplift in coverage in Breckland, taking 
Breckland to 94%. This is detailed in the table within 
Appendix A.

Option 2 - Do Nothing – Do not agree to release the 
funding then Breckland would remain at 88% coverage and 
would not benefit from the 6% uplift.

Further Information Broadband - Cabinet Report
Appendix A - Broadband
Background Paper - Broadband


